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from time to time in the course of his work, we have no information regarding
him; he is not mentioned by any of his contemporaries or by any later Persian
writers, so far as is known.
As he states that he was 16 years old in 1149 a.h., he was born in 1133
(1720/1). His father was one of the trusted followers and companions of
Nadir's brother, Ibrahim Khan ; the circumstances under which Muhammad
Kazim entered the Khan's service in Adharbaijan when only 16 have already
been related, as has also the manner in which he escaped Ibrahim's fate in 1738.
Muhammad Kaziin's father having died in Adharbaijan during his period of
service there, he took the body back with him to Khurasan when he returned,
and buried it at Mashhad before proceeding to Merv. From this fact and from
other statements elsewhere in his book, it is evident that he was a Shi'a.
On reaching Merv, he entered the service of the Beglarbegi. When that
dignitary, in answer to the summons which Nadir issued for all the principal
officials and notables of the kingdom to meet him at Herat on his return from
India, proceeded to that city, Muhammad Kazim was one of his suite. From
Herat he accompanied Nadir on the expedition to Bukhara and Khwarizni;
he states that when he was at Khanqa he was kept so busy in the dafiar-khana
(secretariat) that he was unable to go out. Instead of going with Nadir to
Daghistan, he accompanied an expedition against the Qungrat tribe, and,
on returning to Merv, he was appointed waxir of the arsenal, ordnance depart-
ment and the camel and mule stables there. In consequence of the active
preparations which were then, at Nadir's orders, being made for a military
expedition to Eastern Turkistan, Khoqand and possibly Kashgaria, the post
was of considerable importance. He describes graphically the trepidation
which he, in common with every other official, felt on entering Nadir's presence,
but he was one of the fortunate few to earn the tyrant's approbation instead
of his wrath. He accompanied Behbud Khan on his expedition to Samarqand
and beyond in 1747, and relates that he wrote thirty out of the seventy letters
which the commandant dispatched from there to the cities of Turkistan. The
concluding portion of Muhammad Kazim's third (and final) volume describes
the remainder of this expedition and the retreat of the army to Persia after the
news of Nadir's death had become known; this part of the nairrative is by
the author's son, who must have been very young at the time. The date of
Muhammad Ka?im's death does not appear to be known. The MS. is dated
the 2nd Safar, 1171 (i6th October, 1757) when, if he was still living, he
would have been no more than 37.
To turn to the book itself, the first volume is, unfortunately, missing, but
it is known that it covered Nadir's career from his birth up to the beginning
of 1736; in the second volume, which is known as the Kitab-i-Nadiri, there
are occasional references to, and what are apparently quotations from, this
first volume. The data for this volume and for part of the second must have
been collected by Muhammad Kazim's father.
So far as is known, the only MS. in existence of the second and third volume
(known respectively as the Kitab-4-Nadiri and the Nadir-Nama) is the one
in the possession of the Institut Vostokovedeniya (Oriental Institute) at
Leningrad. The Director and the Librarian of the School of Oriental Studies
have been kind enough to lend me a photostat copy of this Leningrad MS.

